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Coming Home
The thing that I enjoy about this article is that I know people that have been through this time and time again. I wanted to join the military when I was younger but was not able to do so. You will never know what someone is going through, until you sit down and talk to them about it. You must listen to what they tell you, because you can learn something from everyone you meet, even though it may be the only the time you meet. Even a POW coming home from being away for so long must sit, and talk to someone that will listen to them. They may change their life forever.
There was a signing called Paris Peace Accords on January 27, 1973, with this signing American involvement in the Vietnam War was over. ‘Through a series of diplomatic negotiations, a deal was reached with the North Vietnamese government that allowed the return of 591 American POWs held by the communists.’ (Burst of Joy, 2013)
Can you image that after six years of wondering, you would be sitting in the backseat of your station wagon, on the way to see your Father. A Father that has been missing for six years is on his way home, a home that has waited for his return. This is what Lorrie went through when ‘her father, Lt. Col. Robert L. Stirm, an Air Force fighter pilot who was shot down over Hanoi in 1967 and had been missing or imprisoned ever since.’ (Coming Home, 2005). To wait six long years for the one you love to come home, it must be the hardest thing in the world, and wait a little long while he makes a speech on behalf of all the POW’s from “Operation Homecoming”. 
‘The minutes crept by like hours, she recalls, and then, all at once, the car door opened. “I just wanted to get to Dad as fast as I could” Lorrie says.’ (Coming Home, 2005). That moment when that man that has with you your whole life, comes home to you, after all the praying and wishing it all comes true. Lorrie’s mother Loretta, and three younger siblings- Robert Jr., Roger, and Cindy were only a few steps behind her. That one moment were all the family was all together for the first time in six years.  A picture was taken of the family when they ran to their father. It has been seen all over the world, because the picture was taken of Lt. Col. Roberts back, it could be a universal solider coming home to his family.
‘Robert Stirm was born in San Francisco, California, in 1933. In 1953, he joined the Aviation Cadet Program and graduated as a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force on November 3, 1954. He served as a fighter pilot in Holland before getting training in the F-105 Thunderchief and going to Vietnam in August 1967. On October 27, 1967 Stirm was leading a flight of F-105Ds over Canal Des Rapides Bridge, Hanoi when he was shot down and captured that night. Before October 27th he had flown 33 combat missions. Throughout his six years as a POW he was held in several camps including the infamous Hanoi Hilton. He endured starvation, torture and a total of 281 days in solitary confinement. For part of his imprisonment he shared a cell with future politician John McCain. Robert Stirm remained in military service after his return retiring as a colonel in 1977.’ (Burst of Joy, 2013)
The family did not stay together for very long, because Lt. Col. Robert and Loretta stayed together for a year after his return. The family took some time to accept his authority, because he missed out on so much in their lives. Her mother remarried back in 1974 and lives with her husband in Texas. Her father retired from the Air Force as a colonel in 1977, he married and divorced again, he now lives in Foster City, California. The oldest Robert became a dentist and the younger Robert, like his father, joined the Air Force rising to the rank of Major. Lorrie the oldest is an executive administrator and the youngest daughter Cindy is a waitress. Except for pilot Robert, who lives in Seattle, they all live in California. (Burst of Joy, 2013) As the family moved out on their own, each one having a copy of the photo, they look back at that moment with happiness.
“It remains the quintessential homecoming photograph of the time. Stirm, 39, who had endured gunshot wounds, torture, illness, starvation and despair in North Vietnamese prison camps, including the infamous Hanoi Hilton, is pictured in a crisp new uniform. Because his back is to the camera, as Veder points out, the officer seems anonymous, an everyman who represented not only the hundreds of POW's released that spring but all the troops in Vietnam who would return home to the mothers, fathers, wives, daughters and sons they'd left behind. "It's a hero's welcome for guys who weren't always seen or treated as heroes," says Donald Goldstein, a retired Air Force lieutenant colonel and a coauthor of The Vietnam War: The Stories and The Photographs, of the Stirm family reunion picture. "After years of fighting a war we couldn't win, a war that tore us apart, it was finally over, and the country could start healing."” (Coming Home, 2005)
The photographer Slava “Sal” Veder, who had been standing in the bullpen with other journalists, noticed the running family and started taking pictures. Sal, then 46, ‘spent much of the Vietnam era covering antiwar demonstrations in San Francisco and Berkeley the day was overcast’ (Coming Home, 2005). “You could feel the energy and the raw emotion in the air,” (Burst of Joy, 2013). Once he had enough pictures, he rushed to the makeshift darkroom in the ladies’ bathroom on the base. Sal and his AP colleague Walt Zeboski had six remarkable pictures of that single moment, the picture he picked was named “Bust of Joy”. The image was sent over the news-service wires, published in newspapers around the nation and went on to win a Pulitzer Prize in 1974. 
In a single picture, you can see the joy of the family. You will never be able to fake that reaction even if you try. I will hope that no one goes through that pain of never knowing what this family went through. I may only have friends in the military, but I go through the same emotions as this family. I wake up every day wondering if they are alright, wondering if they have someone there for them, wondering if today will be their last day alive. Most retired military develop PTSD, this is a very serious, and most people do not think it is a real thing. This is something that is very important to me, because I work with military people to help them with this. I see the pain in their eyes and on their face, every time they think of the things they see or have done. 











"We have this very nice picture of a very happy moment, but every time I look at it, I remember the families that weren't reunited, and the ones that aren't being reunited today-many, many families - and I think, I'm one of the lucky ones." – Lorrie
Main Discussion
The essay I have written for you has been a very difficult one to write. This topic has always had a special place in my heart. The steps I took to write this is draft is a work in progress. I have sent this to a few of my friends to look for different errors in the essay. Reading this out loud hundreds of times helps me find where I need to put a comma or a period at. I have these questions to ask, because I am not confident in writing essays.
1. Could you help with my grammar? 
2. Is there any run-on sentences? 
3. Does the essay have a good flow to it?
4. Is there anything that I need to take out?
5. Am I just using filler words?
6. Does this meet what Dr. Doss is looking for?
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